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Figure	
  3.	
  Catania	
  XVIII	
  Century	
  

	
  

	
  

Figure	
  5.	
  1850,	
  Catania	
  city	
  map.	
  Figure;	
  6.	
  Geovulcanic	
  events	
  that	
  changed	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Catania	
  area	
  from	
  prehistoric	
  times	
  until	
  1669	
  

	
  

2.4. The	
  actual	
  orientations	
  of	
  the	
  institutional	
  planning	
  in	
  Catania	
  

The	
  waterfront	
   in	
   the	
   sense	
  unit	
   is	
  disappearing,	
   it	
   is	
   slowly	
   fragmenting	
   into	
  a	
  multitude	
  of	
  
new	
  uses	
  that	
  only	
  in	
  some	
  cases	
  can	
  be	
  defined	
  as	
  the	
  waterfront.	
  	
  
The	
   waterfront	
   has	
   been	
   for	
   centuries	
   a	
   relatively	
   measurable,	
   physically	
   contiguous,	
  
complementary	
  to	
  the	
  urban	
  area	
  of	
  interface	
  between	
  land	
  and	
  sea.	
  	
  
But	
  the	
  separation	
  processes	
  between	
  sea	
  and	
  city,	
  during	
  last	
  years	
  brought	
  to	
  a	
  great	
  variety	
  
of	
  interventions	
  losing	
  the	
  original	
  identity.	
  	
  	
  
The	
   dimension	
   of	
   the	
  waterfront	
   development	
   opens	
   a	
   perspective	
   towards	
   a	
   different	
   city	
  
and	
  on	
  the	
  nowadays	
  conditions	
  after	
  a	
  long	
  process	
  of	
  evolution.	
  
However,	
   the	
   renewed	
   interest	
   in	
   "urban	
   values"	
   led	
   to	
   the	
   identification	
   of	
   a	
   theme	
   of	
  
interventions	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  waterfront,	
   interventions	
  which	
  have	
  already	
  been	
  widely	
  tested	
  
in	
  many	
  North	
  American	
  cities	
  and	
  Japanese.	
  	
  
The	
  changes	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  within	
  the	
  space	
  of	
  the	
  waterfront,	
  have	
  taken	
  strong	
  characters,	
  	
  	
  
however,	
  characterized	
  by	
   fragmented	
  and	
  ambiguous	
  aspects.	
  The	
  waterfront	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  
considered	
   as	
   an	
   integral	
   part	
   of	
   the	
   urban	
   structure,	
   but	
   rather	
   its	
   gradual	
   mutation	
   has	
  
caused	
  a	
  loss	
  of	
  continuity	
  with	
  the	
  urban	
  affairs.	
  Until	
  the	
  XVIII	
  Century	
  the	
  definition	
  of	
  the	
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embankment	
   or	
   along	
   the	
   waterfront	
   were	
   treated	
   as	
   issues	
   of	
   urban	
   architecture,	
   but	
   a	
  
century	
  later	
  were	
  already	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  choices	
  made	
  by	
  port	
  or	
  rail	
  engineers.	
  	
  
When	
  eg.	
  Vanvitelli	
  intervenes	
  in	
  the	
  space	
  of	
  the	
  waterfront	
  Ancona,	
  builds	
  on	
  the	
  one	
  hand	
  
the	
  great	
  functional	
  structure	
  that	
   is	
  the	
  Lazzaretto,	
  but	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  acts	
  on	
  the	
  overall	
  
image	
  of	
  the	
  city,	
  setting	
  the	
  cornerstones	
  of	
  the	
  morphological	
  and	
  visual	
  references	
  to	
  other	
  
architectures	
   by	
   himself	
   carried	
   along	
   the	
   area	
   port-­‐city,	
   in	
   an	
   urban	
   context	
   to	
   reality.	
  
Improving	
   the	
  relationship	
  between	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  the	
  sea	
  has	
  become	
  the	
  main	
  goal	
  of	
  many	
  
projects	
  carried	
  out	
  by	
  the	
  Town	
  Council	
   in	
  Catania,	
  who	
  had	
  the	
  dual	
  objective	
  of	
  aiming	
  to	
  
take	
   up	
   economic	
   activities	
   closely	
   related	
   to	
   tourism,	
   and	
   offer	
   greater	
   enjoyment	
   to	
  
residents.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Figure	
  9.	
  urban	
  project	
  of	
  the	
  coastal	
  area	
  in	
  Catania	
  arch.	
  Oriol	
  Bohigas	
  
	
  
	
  

In	
   2004	
   the	
   Spanish	
   arch.	
   Oriol	
   Bohigas,	
   started	
   the	
   redevelopment	
   of	
   the	
   waterfront	
   of	
  
Catania.	
  	
  	
  	
  
To	
  return	
  the	
  sea	
  to	
  the	
  city,	
  is	
  essential	
  keeping	
  in	
  mind	
  some	
  fundamental	
  elements:	
  	
  	
  
1)	
  moving	
  the	
  railway	
  line.	
  	
  	
  
Essential	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  agreement	
  undersigned	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  railways	
  with	
  the	
  City	
  Council	
  for	
  
the	
  elimination	
  of	
   the	
  coast	
   railway	
   line.	
  A	
  great	
  space	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  coast,	
  whose	
  
redraw	
  will	
  contribute	
  for	
  the	
  replanning	
  of	
  the	
  waterfront	
  o	
  city.	
  	
  	
  	
  
2)	
  system	
  of	
  integrated	
  transport	
  that	
  guarantees	
  fast	
  and	
  easy	
  moves.	
  	
  	
  
Since	
   1988,	
   work	
   began	
   on	
   the	
   construction	
   of	
   a	
   subway	
   line	
   capable	
   of	
   transforming	
   the	
  
coastal	
  areas	
  along	
  which	
  developed	
  the	
  city	
  through	
  a	
  new	
  relationship	
  between	
  the	
  city-­‐the	
  
sea.	
  	
  
3)	
  expansion	
  of	
  the	
  port	
  	
  	
  
The	
  project	
  carried	
  forward	
  by	
  the	
  port	
  authority	
  wants	
  to	
  redraw	
  the	
  water	
  limit	
  of	
  this	
  part	
  
of	
  city.	
  

	
  

3. CONCLUSIONS	
  

The	
  design	
  hypothesis	
  considers	
  different	
  requirements:	
  on	
  one	
  hand	
  the	
  desire	
  to	
  maintain	
  
the	
  characteristics	
  of	
  identity	
  of	
  the	
  place	
  and	
  of	
  what	
  this	
  represents,	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  side	
  the	
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need	
  to	
  change,	
  and	
  then	
  create	
  space	
  for	
  new	
  activities.	
  	
  
For	
  this	
  purpose,	
  the	
  analysis	
  of	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  examples	
  of	
  the	
  recon	
  quest	
  of	
  
the	
   space	
   limit	
   on	
   the	
   water,	
   allows	
   to	
   identify	
   the	
   most	
   recurrent	
   elements,	
   a	
   sort	
   of	
  
common	
   denominator,	
   and	
   a	
   set	
   of	
   features	
   able	
   of	
   distinguishing	
   the	
   type	
   of	
   project	
  
performed	
  according	
  to	
  very	
  schematic	
  categories.	
  	
  
The	
  common	
  element	
  in	
  all	
  operations	
  is	
  the	
  recon	
  quest	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  relationship	
  between	
  the	
  
city	
   and	
   the	
   water,	
   a	
   portion	
   of	
   land	
   that	
   had	
   been	
   marginalized,	
   privatized	
   or	
   made	
  
inaccessible.	
  	
  
The	
  categories	
  to	
  which	
  reference	
  could	
  be	
  three:	
  	
  
-­‐	
  First	
   is	
  that	
  which	
  tends	
  to	
  enhance	
  areas	
  of	
   limit	
  on	
  the	
  water	
  that	
  are	
  distinguished	
  by	
  a	
  
very	
  dense	
  building	
  network,	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  times	
  of	
  considerable	
  value,	
  organized	
  around	
  open	
  
spaces,	
  sometimes	
  very	
  huge.	
  In	
  this	
  case,	
  often	
  in	
  the	
  Mediterranean	
  reality,	
  the	
  restoration	
  
project	
  must	
   necessarily	
   consider	
   the	
   constraints	
   imposed	
   by	
   the	
   conservation	
   of	
   artifacts,	
  
with	
  the	
  grave	
  danger	
  that	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  reutilization	
  of	
  the	
  same,	
  risks	
  the	
  conflict	
  with	
  
their	
   schematic	
   typological	
   not	
   very	
   flexible.	
   In	
   these	
   cases,	
   often	
   the	
   result	
   obtained	
   is	
  
apparently	
  "modest",	
  a	
   little	
  obvious,	
  but	
  the	
  real	
  content	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  stands	
  out	
  most	
   in	
  
the	
  choices	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  functional	
  reorganization	
  of	
  the	
  interior.	
  	
  
-­‐	
   A	
   second	
   category	
   can	
   be	
   identified	
   in	
   the	
   interventions	
   in	
   areas	
   partially	
   free	
   from	
   pre-­‐
existing	
   structures.	
   This	
   is	
   a	
   condition	
   that	
   often	
   is	
   found	
   in	
  many	
  waterfront	
   city	
   in	
  North	
  
America.	
  The	
  characterization	
  of	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  project	
  depends	
  in	
  large	
  part	
  by	
  the	
  "nature"	
  of	
  
the	
   main	
   operators,	
   which	
   are	
   often	
   private	
   entities,	
   and	
   involved	
   only	
   with	
   speculative	
  
purposes.	
  	
  
-­‐	
   Finally,	
   the	
   last	
   category,	
   which	
   corresponds	
   to	
   different	
   interventions	
   in	
  many	
   Japanese	
  
cities,	
  is	
  characterized	
  by	
  edge	
  areas	
  of	
  new	
  construction	
  often	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  newly	
  established	
  
urban	
  areas.	
  Often	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  built	
  on	
  land	
  stolen	
  from	
  the	
  sea	
  and	
  on	
  which	
  were	
  built	
  
the	
   real	
   parts	
   of	
   the	
   city	
  with	
   thousands	
   of	
   residents	
   and	
   people	
  who	
  work	
   there.	
   But	
   the	
  
most	
  significant	
  is	
  that	
  in	
  these	
  cases	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  its	
  edge-­‐to-­‐sea,	
  live	
  in	
  great	
  harmony,	
  giving	
  
rise	
  to	
  complex	
  urban	
  network.	
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  27/11/1968	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  (2006	
  till	
  now	
  )	
  
•	
  position:	
  	
  professor	
  by	
  contract	
  in	
  the	
  classes	
  of	
  “interiors	
  architecture”,	
  department	
  of	
  	
  Project,	
  University	
  of	
  Architecture	
  	
  
Catania	
  located	
  in	
  Siracusa.	
  
(june-­‐july	
  2005)	
  
•	
  University	
  polytechnic	
  of	
  Catalunya,	
  Barcelona	
  
•	
  investigation	
  done	
  in	
  the	
  department	
  of	
  history	
  of	
  art	
  and	
  architecture	
  of	
  the	
  waterfront	
  areas	
  of	
  Catalunya	
  
(may	
  2005)	
  
•	
  University	
  of	
  Architecture	
  of	
  Catania,	
  located	
  in	
  Siracusa	
  
•	
  PHD	
  in	
  “project	
  and	
  urban	
  analysis”	
  thesis	
  with	
  title:	
  A	
  waterfront	
  for	
  Catania:	
  habitat	
  and	
  urban	
  identity	
  in	
  the	
  areas	
  near	
  the	
  
coastline.	
  Two	
  cases	
  study:	
  Catania,	
  Tarragona	
  
•	
  PHD	
  
(2004)	
  
•	
  University	
  polytechnic	
  of	
  Catalunya,	
  Barcelona	
  
•	
  investigation	
  done	
  en	
  el	
  department	
  of	
  history	
  of	
  art	
  and	
  architecture	
  of	
  the	
  waterfront	
  areas	
  of	
  	
  
	
  Barcellona	
  and	
  Tarragona	
  
(1999)	
  
•	
  University	
  of	
  Architecture	
  La	
  Sapienza,	
  Roma	
  
•	
  two	
  years	
  PHD	
  in	
  Restauration	
  of	
  Monuments	
  
•	
  specialized	
  in	
  Restauration	
  of	
  Monuments	
  
(1997)	
  
•	
  Third	
  University	
  Rome,	
  University	
  of	
  Architecture	
  
•	
  one	
  year	
  PHD	
  in	
  Civil	
  	
  and	
  Urban	
  Restauration	
  	
  
•	
  european	
  master	
  
(1995)	
  
•	
  University	
  of	
  Architecture	
  Reggio	
  Calabria	
  
•	
  graduation	
  in	
  Architecture	
  with	
  	
  vote	
  110/110,	
  thesis	
  in	
  Restauration	
  of	
  Monuments	
  
(september	
  1995	
  till	
  now	
  )	
  
•	
  main	
  architect	
  in	
  the	
  engineering	
  technical	
  office	
  Nicolosi	
  
•	
  projects	
  of	
  new	
  	
  and	
  restauration,	
  inside	
  and	
  outside	
  residential	
  buildings,	
  commercial,	
  sport	
  and	
  public	
  buildings,	
  public	
  
spaces.	
  
•	
  position:	
  	
  architect	
  projectist	
  
•	
  assignment:	
  	
  architect	
  projectist/restauration.	
  
More	
  than	
  40	
  projects	
  realized	
  
Publications	
  
11	
  scientific	
  articles	
  over	
  international	
  and	
  national	
  scientific	
  magazines,	
  where	
  the	
  main	
  subjects	
  concerns	
  the	
  research	
  over	
  
the	
  waterfront	
  cities	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

059:012




